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Topic - I'm a survivor



To kick off our 'I'm a survivor' topic we were joined by Wilderness Outdoor Education who 
taught us lots about survival. We learnt how to make fires, build shelters and filter water. 

Some of us were even brave enough to eat some creepy crawlies!



In our geography lessons we have been learning how to use maps to aid survival. To start off 
with, we were confident in using the 8 compass points and retrieving information through a 

series of orienteering activities. 



After this, we then moved onto using OS maps. We followed a route around Fulford, ensuring we 
took the correct turns at the right times. We made notes whilst on this walk, identifying  key 

places within the area. On our return, we then used our notes to create sketch maps with a key.



Now that we were confident in using a map and also using a compass, we moved onto using 
grid references on OS maps. During this lesson we learnt how to write four and six figure grid 

references and talked about the importance of accuracy in case of an emergency. 



In our next geography lesson we visited the wildlife area. Whilst we were in here we drew basic 
maps of the area and resources within it. We counted distances between items using our steps. 
When we returned to the classroom we turned these steps into a scale using cm. From these 

conversions we could then draw a plan view map to scale of the wildlife area.  



As well as thinking about 'survival' we have also looked at a range of settings where survival 
may be tricky. We use our knowledge of setting to help us think about the creatures we may 

find in those remote locations. These animals then became the focus of our aboriginal dot art 
work. Can you guess the animals?



For our yearly self portraits this year we have created 
Pablo Picasso style sketches. Before creating our own 
work in the style of Picasso, we used or chromebooks 

and other sources to find out about his life and how he 
came to be one of the most well known artists around. 

Art and DT



Our next activity on our journey to making our self 
portraits was to experiment with different shapes 

and mediums. We had a go at using  a range of 
different face feature formations to create an 

abstract cubist portrait. 

After that, we drew a big swirl across our page 
with our eyes closed. We used this to form our 

face shape. After, we then had to add key features 
and use block colours with oil pastels to add 

detail like Picasso did. 



Finally, after experimenting with different 
mediums throughout the day, we created our 

own self portraits. We used oil pastels and 
ensured that our work included bright bold 
colours, clearly defined lines and a range of 

perspectives. 

After that, we then used images of celebrities to 
collage a Picasso style portrait. We had to cut up 
each of the facial features, mix them around and 

think about the multiple views and people 
available. 



R.E
Y5/6 have been 

tasked with 
coming up with 
ideas for a new 
school prayer. 

We thought 
carefully about 

the features of a 
prayer and then 
reflected on life 
at St. Oswald's.



During this RE lesson we learnt about sacred spaces. We thought carefully about what makes a place 
sacred and why these places are special to many people. We were able to name sacred places for 

different religious groups and also consider how places do not have to be religious, or big and fancy to 
be sacred. 



Computing





In Y5 we have 



In Y6 we have been writing setting descriptions linked to our survival topic. We each selected a remote 
area of the world and this became our focus for our 'through the door writing'. Whilst writing, we made 

sure we included lots of detail and description. 



In Y5/6 we have 
also been 

creating survival 
guides. We were 

inspired to do 
this after our 

survival 
workshops at 

the start of term 
and we have 

loved thinking 
carefully about 5 
items we would 

need for survival 
in different 

remote 
locations. 



Whilst we were 
learning at home 
this half term we 

continued 
writing survival 
texts. Here are 

some examples 
of: 

a survival diary, 
a survival news 

report, a holiday 
advert for a 

survival setting 
and also a letter 

to Y5 to help 
them survive Y6!





To start our topic on 
materials we went on 

a material hunt 
around the 

playground. We 
thought carefully 

about how each item 
we found was made 

(man made or 
natural). We also 

started to investigate 
vocabulary for our 
topic and described 

items within the 
classroom using these 

words.   



Next, we investigated the properties of a number of materials by carrying out 5 tests… 
Afterwards we wrote about our findings, ensuring that we included key topical vocabulary.



Whole Class Read - Holes

We have continued reading Holes in our whole class read sessions. It has been exciting getting to read in new places 
around school, like the wildlife area and the garden. 



PE
This half term we  enjoyed our sessions with Leo at Fulford Tennis 

club. We only had short sessions but we practised some great skills 

and worked well in partners in order to improve our coordination. 



Darwin Rocks


