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Topic - History
Continuing with our topic of 

'Building Britain', this half term 
we have focused on WWI and 

WWII. We were able to find out 
about how the wars started and 
the countries involved in each. 

We have then explored the 
weaponary used in WWI - using 

our research skills to find 
quality sources of information.

In another WWI lesson, we 
explored the different roles 
men and women had at the 

time both on the home-front 
and on the front-line. 

Building Britain: 
1837 - 1945



Topic - History
Moving on from WW1, we 

brought knowledge together 
from various sources so that we 

could create a mind map of 
ideas about how and why WW2 

began.
We have also learnt all about 

evacuation, rationing, the Blitz, 
the Home Guard and the life of 
Anne Frank. We completed our 
topic with a special ‘VE Day’ 

celebration, studying how and 
why the war ended and the 

events that took place.  

Building Britain: 
1837 - 1945



Topic - DT
In DT, we have worked hard to plan, 

construct and evaluate a WW2 
Anderson Shelter. We worked in 

partners to consider the materials 
which were needed and also made 

links to our science learning on 
levers and pulleys. To make our 
shelters, we used a variety of 

materials and resources in order to 
create a strong structure. 

Building Britain: 
1837 - 1945



Maths
Y5 - Four 

operations

In maths this half term Y5 have 
been working really hard on 
using the four operations to 

complete challenging 
calculations. We have made 

sure we have set our work out 
carefully so that we can use 

the inverse to check our 
answers back carefully every 

time. 



Maths
Y6 - 

Fractions

In maths this half term, Year 6 
have developed their 

knowledge of everything to do 
with fractions! We have 

discovered that using bar 
models really help us 

understand new concepts and 
explore increasingly difficult 

problems. 

Recently, we have also 
completed a unit about 

position and direction, learning 
and applying skills linked to 

coordinates in all 4 quadrants, 
translation and reflection of 

shapes, again in all 4 
quadrants.



Writing

Y5 - newspaper 
report and diary

In Year 5, we researched the 
famous WW1 Christmas Truce 

and used our findings to write a 
newspaper report about the 
event. We included reported 

and direct speech to bring the 
scenes to life. 

Whilst learning about 
WW2, we wrote an 

emotional diary entry 
from the perspective 
of a child evacuee. 

We included emotive 
language and 

rhetorical questions to 
suit the informal style 

of the piece.

We recorded our final 
diary entry on SeeSaw 
in order to bring our 
characters to life!



Writing
Y6 - letter and 

non-chron

We have been using our knowledge of 
WWI and WWII to help us in our 

Writing lessons this half term. We 
have written in the style of an 

evacuee, using our senses to describe 
events which may have happened to 
us at that time. We have also used 
formal language when writing our 

non-chronological reports, ensuring 
that we were being factual in all that 

we were writing about. 



RE
What does it mean 
to be a Muslim in 

Britain today?

We have explored the 5 pillars 
of Islam and what they teach a 
Muslim. We also looked at how 
they affect a Muslim's life. We 
have also analysed primary and 

secondary artefacts and 
discussed how they link to the 

pillars as well as reading stories 
from the Quran. 



Whole Class Read Letters From The 
Lighthouse by 
Emma Carroll

This term we have been 
reading Letters From The 
Lighthouse. We started by 
looking at the cover and 
discussing what we could 

see, what we knew and what 
we wondered.

We have also enjoyed 
listening to the audiobook 

version of the story alongside 
reading it ourselves.  

After completing the story, 
we were challenged to 

create a book review about 
what we had learnt about 

the story and key characters.



RHE
Similarities and 

Differences

This half term in RHE we have been learning about similarities and 
differences between us as individuals. We have been discussing what 

makes us unique as well as our individual identities. We have also 
been thinking about how we can be more resilient in life. A big part 

of our learning was based around not giving in and putting things into 
perspective. We watched videos about Harry Kane’s views on 

resilience and an example of resilience in action through Leicester 
City famously winning the football Premier League in 2016.

Resilience



Music and 
Dance

In music, we took time to learn 2 popular wartime songs: ‘It’s 
A Long Way To Tipperary’ and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’. We 

fused them together and enjoyed performing them as part of 
our fabulous finish to our topic. 

In dance, we have enjoyed learning a typical wartime jive 
routine having fun learning the key elements of this style and 

then creating our own choreography to add to the routine.



PE
Netball

During PE lessons with Mrs 
Waind, Year 5/6 have been 

developing their netball 
skills such as throwing and 

catching using the 3 types of 
netball pass. They have 

worked hard to understand 
the different responsibilities 
and rules associated with the 
positions on a netball pitch. 

Art
Water Colour

Art with Mrs Elsegood this term has 
focused on water colour painting. The 

children have been learning to blend and 
layer colours with control to produce a 
beautiful piece of artwork inspired by 

William Morris’ natural scenes. 

Spanish
School Life and 

Routines

In Spanish with Ms Thompson this 
term, the children have been 

building sentences that express 
their opinions about various school 
subjects. They have been learning 

to change some adjectives to 
feminine and plural to match the 

noun.



Computing

Coding

Through our computing lessons, the Year 5/6 children 
have been developing their coding skills using the 

programme Rapid Router. Each week, the children had to 
create an algorithm to complete each of the problems, 
progressing through the increasing difficulty levels. Lots 

of perseverance, resilience and collaboration was on 
show throughout, with the children finding using a ‘trial 

and error’ approach to be really successful.



Values
Compassion

In school this half term we have been focusing on the value 
of compassion. We have thought about how we can show 
compassion to our world and to each other through our 

actions, thoughts and feelings. We have reflected upon ways 
we can be compassionate towards ourselves too. 

During our phase collective worships, we have heard from 
both adults and children about how our school value links to 

subjects such as animal welfare, the football world cup, 
space and Christmas. 



Events

Christmas 
concert

Our second round of Home Learning projects 
were again of a superb standard. We had a 
range of work from shoebox trenches and 
wartime biscuits to model Spitfires and 

propaganda posters. Please see some of the 
pictures from our gallery on our school 

website and twitter page.

Home 
Learning 
Gallery

On Wednesday 14th December, the children in KS2 made so many of their adults and 
teachers proud by performing a superb Christmas Carol Concert in Fulford Church. 

The concert consisted of a variety of Christmas songs and traditional carols as well as 
3 performance poems. This was a special evening - well done to all involved. 

Cinema 
Trip

As an end of term treat, the Year 5/6 team (along with children and staff from Year 
3/4) enjoyed a walk into the city centre to visit the York City Screen Picturehouse 

to watch ‘The Grinch’ animated Christmas film. 

Box 2B 
Fit

Year 5/6 enjoyed a ‘Box 2B Fit’ circuit training session with Dave from ‘Skip 2B Fit’ 
during our last week of the term. The session was extremely fun involving lots of 

hard work, resilience and collaboration.



Coming up in Spring 1…

Topic: 
Chocolate - 
The Mayans

Geography: 
Locational 
Knowledge

Art:Clay modelling 

PE: Tag rugby

Computing: 
Data and 

information sharing

Science:
Working 

scientifically

RHE: 
Caring and 

responsibilities

School Value:
Friendship

RE: 
Incarnation


