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Building Britain:
1837 - 1945

Continuing with our topic of
‘Building Britain’, this half term
we have focused on WWI and
WWII. We were able to find out
about how the wars started and
the countries involved in each.
We have then explored the
weaponary used in WWI - using
our research skills to find
quality sources of information.
In another WWI lesson, we
explored the different roles
men and women had at the
time both on the home-front
and on the front-line.



Building Britain:
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e 1M N ol Nk 07 TP Nk A0 Moving on from WW1, we
: : " ior b e o % Rﬁ Y5 o I@‘ﬂmé%— Mﬁdf = o T &
o TR brought knowledge together

P =" E%W@aé? from various sources so that we
i could create a mind map of
ideas about how and why WW2
began.

We have also learnt all about
evacuation, rationing, the Blitz,
the Home Guard and the life of
Anne Frank. We completed our

topic with a special ‘VE Day’
celebration, studying how and

why the war ended and the
events that took place.
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Building Britain:
1837 - 1945

In DT, we have worked hard to plan,
construct and evaluate a WW2
Anderson Shelter. We worked in
partners to consider the materials
which were needed and also made
links to our science learning on
levers and pulleys. To make our
shelters, we used a variety of
materials and resources in order to
create a strong structure.
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Katie says all prime numbers

have to be 0dd. (50)
Her friend Abdul That means

9,27 and 45 are prime numbers.
Explain Abdul and Katie's mistakes and
correct them.

Task: Prime Number Investigation-

Find all of the prime numbers up to 100 and sort them into groups...
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11 and 7, then see what numbers you hav:

(Top tip: Using y
multiples of 2,3,

- What is the same about the groups?
- Why are no 2 digit numbers which end in an even number in the table?
which end in a 5 in the toble?
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In maths this half term Y5 have il :
been working really hard on e afin
using the four operations to 5

complete challenging
calculations. We have made
sure we have set our work out
carefully so that we can use Sfa k. A
the inverse to check our 7 m*
answers back carefully every : WW: En e
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A library has 10000 books altogether 2345 books
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Cilla wants to buy @ new car for £6470. She has
£4885 In her savings account and recelves £854
for her birthday How much more money does she
need fo save?
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Y6 -
Fractions

In maths this half term, Year 6
have developed their
knowledge of everything to do
with fractions! We have
discovered that using bar
models really help us
understand new concepts and
explore increasingly difficult
problems.

1. David gets £12 a week for his paper round. He spends e Gaeats?

is left on his bike and then the rest on sweets. How much does he spen
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2. In class 6, % of the children go home for lunch. If 20 children sta ;
Junch. how many children go home?

Recently, we have also
completed a unit about
position and direction, learning
and applying skills linked to
coordinates in all 4 quadrants,
translation and reflection of

You are allowed to share the rest of the sweets

shapes, again in all 4 o —

<tall 50 that you had the greatest amount of
wects to sel for charity?

quadrants.




Writing

The Mirror

| Tuesday 27th December 1914 '

I 2 shillings ]

The Trenches terrific truce

Three days ago,on the 2ath of December WW1 took
aturn when the German and British soldiers put
aside their wezpons and came to 2 miraculous truce
on the Western Fone.

Y5 - newspaper
report and diary

Now we're coming up to five months for our soldiers
out fighting for our country and for their lives. Our
British troops have been based along the Western Front
(Belgium and Northern France) just to defend our
country from the threatening Germans our foes.
According to some of our troopers. their life out the is
awfully miserable and really tough. Also the trenches
are even worse,they said it is all mud all day long. “Uh
well um it is nerve racking you know.knowing that
cach day might be your lase. Just to think yesterday me
and Terry were laughing and the next by
weather hasn’t helped.one day it's rainis
snow then its too hot to move. Then d

on’t get me
started on the mud.” stated Jim Parkins.

The twa countries enjoving a game of foothall J

Just thinking thar this was the last time walking

In Year 5, we researched the
famous WW1 Christmas Truce
and used our findings to write a
newspaper report about the
event. We included reported
and direct speech to bring the
scenes to life.

The astonishing event began with the guns and bombs
going compleecly silene. Apparently, the Germans were
decorating twigs and see out candles along the Western
Front and the Brits were opening all their family,gifts.
The postman mentioned he had never had such a big
load. The soldicrs said they didn’t know what to do
next. Suddenly.the British troops heard on German

ging silent night,it wasn’t English but chey
all knew the rune. Alleg

soldier sing

ly.they were singing stille
nacht. Before they knew it they were all singing halfin
English and halfin German. George (2 British soldicr)
exclaimed, It was the strangest thing listening to the

forign voices.”

Doeh) assumedly climbed up out of the trench
and started walking towards the British
trench the Brits got their guns ready. Reporeedly

he was laughing and smiling
Germans started climbing up and out of the
trench and before they knew it some of the
British soldicrs were out of the trench. “le was
Watching them pick up their guns.

e by one the

on No-Man's Land.” said Oto emotionally.
Suddenly they were all up exchanging gifts with
the Germans giving them biscuits. sausages and
brandy and the British with their whisky and
chacolate. Later that day - at 1pm - the two
countries had a football match and supposedly
called the goals London and Berlin. After they
played foothall they exchanged photos of distant
relatives. “It really was an excellent match. There
was a littk: bit of competition but it was fun,”

said one individual soldier.

not knowing what to do even though it was Christmas
morning. No one was shooting. all the soldiers had
| supposedly ran out of gifts. One German (Oto Van

The next morning at 7:30 am, the soldiers woke up still

the strangest Christmas | ever had.”
L

Allegedly,at 5am.the following morning which
was Boxing Day. sadly the guns fired again and
the fighting started once more. One soldier was
wondering if the war was over and whether he
could finally go home. Mr Dresden (the
L'l‘mﬂll[‘.l“l‘\l; officer for the British legion)
reported that many of his men were hesitane
ahout shooting. Many soldiers exclzimed “It was

Whilst learning about
WW2, we wrote an
emotional diary entry
from the perspective
of a child evacuee.
We included emotive
language and
rhetorical questions to
suit the informal style
of the piece.

We recorded our final
diary entry on SeeSaw
in order to bring our
characters to life!




Writing

Y6 - letter and
non-chron

We have been using our knowledge of
WWI and WWII to help us in our
Writing lessons this half term. We
have written in the style of an
evacuee, using our senses to describe
events which may have happened to
us at that time. We have also used
formal language when writing our
non-chronological reports, ensuring
that we were being factual in all that

we were writing about.
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27th September 1939
Dear Mother,
. 3 =
% : L L/ 5
I'm writing to you to tell you about what happend after you left me alone at the station! It's nearly 12:00 and

the only light is my new candle. Shari a b ‘with Lila isn't the best\but I'm.ok. I'm just glad | got Eicked at all.
Being here is fun, there's so many vge'rd and wonderfull things here. Did you know there's a thing called a
sheep (weird)? Are you ok? Is J dog destroying the house?

it

vy

. “ Y >

After you left me, | met up with'Lila and Maya and it turns out they were in the Satl;e ri mﬁ so borring
on the train. Me ang, Maya-tried to read but it was so cramped and shaky weﬁhﬁﬂﬁ% d ar so much
crying, shouting and even singing! That's when my vision went blurry and my hands o shake:l miss you
so much! Four hours of sitting there missing you and Jasper-dog. | even started to miss Jack, it was dull! Has
Jack arrived at ﬂ@hench yet? Finally, we arrived! Now | was worried! .
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What does it mean
to be a Muslim in
Britain today?

Challenge: Mustim Aid’s motto is ‘Giving is Believing’. Explain what this might mean to Muslims
in your own words.

E
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We have explored the 5 pillars 2 'm s
of Islam and what they teach a ey P gty e e e
Muslim. We also looked at how 7
they affect a Musl1m§ life. We " Lt ey
have also analysed primary and 0 T oot i R
secondary artefacts and e :
discussed how they link to the . g I
pillars as well as reading stories T e

ond  need Bhe and M“afﬁ.”“’"l
from the Quran. )




Whole Class Read
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This term we have been
reading Letters From The
Lighthouse. We started by
looking at the cover and
discussing what we could

see, what we knew and what
we wondered.

We have also enjoyed
listening to the audiobook
version of the story alongside
reading it ourselves.
After completing the story,
we were challenged to
create a book review about
what we had learnt about
the story and key characters.

Letters From The
Lighthouse by
Emma Carroll




HE

Similarities and
Differences

Resilience

“While I'm far from an
expert on the subject,
I've learnt that there is
a growing number of
people who need to

learn positive coping
strategies and build
resilience to deal with
adversity."
- Harry Kane

Why did | do that?

I'm rubbish at this.

Everyone find things hard sometimes.

Everything always goes wrong for me

| want to be healthier so I'm going to find out

how | can do that.

I'm finding this tricky so I'm going to ask for

some help.

This is a disaster. I'm never going to do it ever

again.

This is so hard to work out. | wonder if there's

another way of doing it

This half term in RHE we have been learning about similarities and
differences between us as individuals. We have been discussing what
makes us unique as well as our individual identities. We have also
been thinking about how we can be more resilient in life. A big part
of our learning was based around not giving in and putting things into
perspective. We watched videos about Harry Kane’s views on
resilience and an example of resilience in action through Leicester
City famously winning the football Premier League in 2016.

| can’t believe | just did that! Oh well, let’s

try again.

| didn’t get on the team because I'm no good.

i I'm really nervous about this but at least I'm

brave enough to try it

Everyone else gets it right. Why can't I?

| didn’t score a goal this time but I'm going

to try really hard to next time.
i I'll never be able to walk that far.

We didn’t win but everyone really tried
their best

i That’s the worst thing that has ever

i happened to me, ever.




Music and
Dance

In music, we took time to learn 2 popular wartime songs: ‘It’s
A Long Way To Tipperary’ and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’. We
fused them together and enjoyed performing them as part of
our fabulous finish to our topic.

In dance, we have enjoyed learning a typical wartime jive
routine having fun learning the key elements of this style and
then creating our own choreography to add to the routine.




PE

Netball

During PE lessons with Mrs
Waind, Year 5/6 have been
developing their netball
skills such as throwing and
catching using the 3 types of
netball pass. They have
worked hard to understand
the different responsibilities
and rules associated with the
positions on a netball pitch.

Spanish

School Life and
Routines

In Spanish with Ms Thompson this
term, the children have been
building sentences that express
their opinions about various school
subjects. They have been learning
to change some adjectives to
feminine and plural to match the
noun.

Art

Water Colour

Art with Mrs Elsegood this term has
focused on water colour painting. The
children have been learning to blend and
layer colours with control to produce a
beautiful piece of artwork inspired by
William Morris’ natural scenes.




Computing

Coding

Through our computing lessons, the Year 5/6 children
have been developing their coding skills using the
programme Rapid Router. Each week, the children had to
create an algorithm to complete each of the problems,
progressing through the increasing difficulty levels. Lots
of perseverance, resilience and collaboration was on
show throughout, with the children finding using a ‘trial
and error’ approach to be really successful.

repeat until at destination

do | () if road exists [E188

do furh left
| —

else if road exists [ 188

do [ tumn right >
—

else | move forwards 4
~—



In school this half term we have been focusing on the value
of compassion. We have thought about how we can show
& M @5 compassion to our world and to each other through our
actions, thoughts and feelings. We have reflected upon ways
we can be compassionate towards ourselves too.
During our phase collective worships, we have heard from
‘ C@mpaggé@n ‘ both adults and children about how our school value links to
subjects such as animal welfare, the football world cup,
space and Christmas.
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Eve

H@m@ Our second round of Home Learning projects
were again of a superb standard. We had a
g range of work from shoebox trenches and
n ﬁ 5 Leammg wartime biscuits to model Spitfires and
Gaueg’y propaganda posters. Please see some of the
pictures from our gallery on our school

website and twitter page.

Box 2B
Fit

Year 5/6 enjoyed a ‘Box 2B Fit’ circuit training session with Dave from ‘Skip 2B Fit’

during our last week of the term. The session was extremely fun involving lots of
hard work, resilience and collaboration.

Cinepna | | As an end of term treat, the Year 5/6 team (along with children and staff from Year

Trip

3/4) enjoyed a walk into the city centre to visit the York City Screen Picturehouse
to watch ‘The Grinch’ animated Christmas film.

Christmas
concert

On Wednesday 14th December, the children in KS2 made so many of their adults and
teachers proud by performing a superb Christmas Carol Concert in Fulford Church.
The concert consisted of a variety of Christmas songs and traditional carols as well as
3 performance poems. This was a special evening - well done to all involved.




Coming up in Spring 1..

T@péc: Ge@g@aphy: Science: Art:Clay modelling
Chocolate - Locational Working
The Mayans Knowledge scientifically PE: Tag rugby
Computing: RHE: RE: School Value:
Data and Caring and Incarnation Friendship
information sharing responsibilities




