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As part of our Stunning 
Start day we focused on many different 

physical features of the earth. We created 
topic maps to begin with to show what we 

already knew about ‘Extreme Earth’.

Throughout the day, we had a lot of fun 
creating earthquake-resistant buildings, 

3D models of the Earth’s structure as well 
as beautiful pieces of artwork depicting a 

volcanic eruption. 

All of the activities made us really excited 
about our topic, and prompted lots of 

questions that we wanted to explore this 
half term!

Geography



Then, in our next 
lesson, we used 

atlases to find and 
compare different 

biomes and 
climate zones 

across the world. 
We worked hard 

to locate places on 
a world map and 
use an atlas with 

confidence. 



Our next geography task was to look into the water cycle. We used the key vocabulary whilst drawing and 
annotating our own water cycles, as well as setting up a ‘water cycle in a bag’ experiment in our classrooms 

that we were able to monitor and observe over the next few weeks.



Here, we analysed USGS (United States Geological Survey) 
data to find where the largest earthquakes in recorded 

history have occurred. We drew conclusions and realised 
that we’re pretty safe from serious earthquakes in the UK. 
What do you think - should we prepare for earthquakes?



We also enjoyed exploring the physical process of a volcanic 
eruption. We then considered the human impact of these 

events, looking at both the potential positives and negatives. 
We weighed up our arguments to decide whether we 
thought volcanoes were ultimately harmful or helpful.



Writing
As part of our 

‘Extreme Earth’ 
topic, we have 

produced some 
wonderful writing 

including a 
newspaper report 

about local flooding 
in York and two 
short pieces of 

narrative based on 
the city of Pompeii, 

and the terrible 
explosion of Mount 

Vesuvius that 
destroyed the city.   





Maths - Y5
In maths Y5 this term we have 

been exploring fractions. This has 
included finding equivalent 

fractions as well as ordering, 
comparing, adding, subtracting, 

multiplying fractions. 

We have continued to practise 
converting between mixed 

numbers and improper fractions 
and now feel much more 

confident in this skill.



Maths - Y6
Year 6 have been working their socks off this term with all 
of their final learning before they do their SATs. This has 

included exploring decimals, ratio and proportion and (the 
not-so-scary) algebra!



Science
In science we have been comparing the life cycles of different living 

things such as plants as well as the many different classes of 
animals. Here are some examples of the life cycles we investigated:

We loved taking part 
in the Big Schools 

Bird Watch when we 
learnt about the life 

cycle of birds!



R.E
During our first lesson on 'Green Religion' we have considered many 

questions about our Earth. We worked in teams to answer these 
questions and link our ideas to religious teachings and stories we have 

previously learnt about. Next, we researched religious projects and 
organisations who are doing things to help the environment. We 

presented these ideas as presentations and posters for the rest of the 
class to see. After this we then pulled together our learning so far and 

created some environmental collages which include images and 
important religious texts and quotes. These we created after learning 

more about climate justice, activists and influential people.



RHE
In RHE this half term we have been thinking about care and responsibility. In our 
first lesson we thought about care needs people have and how they can change 

as we grow older.

We really enjoyed celebrating ‘Children’s 
Mental Health Week’ where we considered 
the ways in which we can ensure that our 

voices are heard. We thought about the 
people we have in our lives who support and 

advocate for us.



PE
This half term, with Mr Waterfall-Smith, we learnt and practised the skills 
associated with hockey, developing our dribbling, passing, tackling and 

shooting skills. At the end of the term, we also enjoyed taking part in our 
annual Winter Sports morning where we had a go at using the wooden skis, 
pulling our friends along in a sledge and playing games of Kurling in the hall.



Music This half term, we have enjoyed listening to and appraising pieces of 
music inspired by the Earth! As a whole school, we have loved listening to 

Vivaldi’s ‘Spring’ in our Collective Worships and were even treated to a 
live performance by Mr Farnhill on the flute!

We also listened to a range of 
classical and popular pieces 
linked to ‘Extreme Earth’ and 

discussed what each might be 
representing (both literally and 

metaphorically).



Art
We have been working hard to develop our printing skills this half term! We 
researched and designed monoblock printing plates inspired by our topic, 

‘Extreme Earth’. First, we printed in black and white and then we 
experimented with colour! 



Computing
Coding has been our focus this half term in Y5/6. We have all 
had to show lots of perseverance and confidence as we have 

tackled tricky codes and completed many new challenges. 



Spanish Los deportes - Sports

We played loads of games to 
practise the new language we 

learnt as part of our topic.

Here is Eeman 
swimming in charades!

A board game helped us talk 
about our likes and dislikes 
and giving reasons why.

Some healthy competition in a 
matching game, learning where 
you play a game and what with.

And lots of writing practice 
on whiteboards.



Home 
Learning

We have once again produced an 
excellent array of home learning 
projects that we shared with our 

friends and family during our 
Home Learning Gallery.
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