Year 5/6
Spring Term 1

Extreme Earth

Natural Disasters and
Physical Geography




Geography

As part of our Stunning
Start day we focused on many different
physical features of the earth. We created
topic maps to begin with to show what we
already knew about ‘Extreme Earth’.

Throughout the day, we had a lot of fun
creating earthquake-resistant buildings,
3D models of the Earth’s structure as well
as beautiful pieces of artwork depicting a
volcanic eruption.

All of the activities made us really excited
about our topic, and prompted lots of
questions that we wanted to explore this
half term!
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Then, in our next
lesson, we used
atlases to find and
compare different
biomes and
climate zones
across the world.
We worked hard
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EVAPORATION

Our next geography task was to look into the water cycle. We used the key vocabulary whilst drawing and
annotating our own water cycles, as well as setting up a ‘water cycle in a bag’ experiment in our classrooms
that we were able to monitor and observe over the next few weeks,




- Should we prepare for Earthquakes?
LI: T can analuse data, drawing conclusions to identify the risk of earthquakes.
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We also enjoyed exploring the physical process of a volcanic

eruption. We then considered the human impact of these
events, looking at both the potential positives and negatives.
We weighed up our arguments to decide whether we
thought volcanoes were ultimately harmful or helpful.
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As part of our
‘Extreme Earth’
topic, we have
produced some
wonderful writing
including a
newspaper report
about local flooding
in York and two
short pieces of
narrative based on
the city of Pompeii,
and the terrible
explosion of Mount
Vesuvius that
destroyed the city.
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Flooding takes over York

Largest flood since 2015!

Yesterday evening, Storm Major’s lightning struck

our flood barriers meaning most of York has

been highly flooded. Allegediy,this is the biggest

flood in York si

Two weeks ago, local citizen, Olivia, noticed her

horses staying in their shel more than usual.

Many members of the public reported their trees

falling down as w of rain
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The fiood at it’s worst

Reportedly, Storm Major has now stopped but
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Year 6 have been working their socks off this term with all
M .t h Y of their final learning before they do their SATs. This has
a S - included exploring decimals, ratio and proportion and (the
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In science we have been comparing the life cycles of different living

o
S things such as plants as well as the many different classes of
C I e n Ce animals. Here are some examples of the life cycles we investigated:
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have chicks of their own.
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We loved taking part
in the Big Schools
Bird Watch when we
learnt about the life
cycle of birds!




During our first lesson on 'Green Religion' we have considered many
R E questions about our Earth. We worked in teams to answer these
questions and link our ideas to religious teachings and stories we have
previously learnt about. Next, we researched religious projects and

— “:im = — organisations who are dOing thlngs to help the environment. We
peade | I dud it “ sl || presented these ideas as presentations and posters for the rest of the
iyt ijﬂgm% class to see. After this we then pulled together our learning so far and
= )‘;‘L;ﬁuﬁ”'%i @mﬁmfm . created some environmental collages which include images and
%ﬁg&ﬁ? e e important religiOUS texts and quotes. These we created after Iearning
“f:wo ‘m b more about climate justice, activists and influential people.
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In RHE this half term we have been thinking about care and responsibility. In our
first lesson we thought about care needs people have and how they can change
as we grow older.
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oy Mental Health Week’ where we considered

the ways in which we can ensure that our
voices are heard. We thought about the
people we have in our lives who support and
advocate for us.




This half term, with Mr Waterfall-Smith, we learnt and practised the skills
associated with hockey, developing our dribbling, passing, tackling and
shooting skills. At the end of the term, we also enjoyed taking part in our
annual Winter Sports morning where we had a go at using the wooden skis,
pulling our friends along in a sledge and playing games of Kurling in the hall.




This half term, we have enjoyed listening to and appraising pieces of
music inspired by the Earth! As a whole school, we have loved listening to
Vivaldi’s ‘Spring’ in our Collective Worships and were even treated to a

live performance by Mr Farnhill on the flute!

N L

Storm Interlude from Peter Grimes by o

Benjamin Britten (1945)
Watch the full performance

Britten is an English 7
composer who wrote an Mount Saint Helens Symphony by Alan Hovhaness (1982)

opera called ‘Peter

Grimes’, about a E) Mount Saint Helens Symphony by Alan Hovhaness - per._
community struggling to - - -
make their living as

fishermen. This is one
piece of music fromt, all
about a terrible storm!
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Listen to a little of the opening movement (‘Andante’) which describes the
mountain when it is peaceful. How does this compare to the final movement
about the volcano erupting (20 mins onwards)?

it Fie by We also listened to a range of

R’NG F’RE Johnny Cash (1963) classical and popular pieces
What s the Ring of |I‘l’1}?€d to ‘Extreme Earth‘ and
Fire represenvtmg in discussed what each mlght be
ohnny Castis song? representing (both literally and

metaphorically).

JOHNNY CASH




We have been working hard to develop our printing skills this half term! We
A t researched and designed monoblock printing plates inspired by our topic,
r ‘Extreme Earth’. First, we printed in black and white and then we

experimented with colour!




Coding has been our focus this half term in Y5/6. We have all
had to show lots of perseverance and confidence as we have
tackled tricky codes and completed many new challenges.
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Spanish

We played loads of games to
practise the new language we
learnt as part of our topic.

Los deportes - Sports

#l A board game helped us talk
| about our likes and dislikes
and giving reasons why.

Here is Eeman
swimming in charades!

And lots of writing practice
on whiteboards.




Home
Learning

We have once again produced an
excellent array of home learning
projects that we shared with our
friends and family during our
Home Learning Gallery.
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