
Year 5/6 

Autumn Term 1

Britain at War

World War One



Stunning Start

We immersed 

ourselves in lots of 

exciting activities to 

get our new topic 

underway!

We learnt about 

the Blitz and 

created some 

dramatic pieces of 

artwork. We also 

made our own 

Spitfires!



Stunning Start

We discovered the 

impact of advertising 

during the wars and 

the role it played in 

encouraging men to 

sign up to be soldiers 

on the front line. We 

also learnt about how 

it was used to 

encourage people at 

home to do their part 

for the country 

through careful 

rationing of 

resources.



English - Y5

Year 5 have worked incredibly hard this 

term with their writing. We have been 

learning all about the different types of 

nouns and verbs as well as how to make 

sentences that make sense using a subject 

and a verb.

In our ‘Free Write Friday’ lessons, we have 

enjoyed writing creatively about many 

different things: what The Incredible Hulk 

might do on his day off, what a frog might 

daydream about when laying on a lillypad, 

and, more recently, creating a brand new 

magical creature in the style of Harry 

Potter mythical beasts. We will continue to 

work with our creature creations after half 

term.



English - Y6 (Mrs Walton’s Group)

We have really enjoyed our focus on 

dragons this half term, immersing 

ourselves in both ‘The Hobbit’ and 

‘The Goblet of Fire’. We really enjoyed 

the techniques that the writers used 

to build suspense.

These texts inspired us 

to write our own short 

narratives that built 

suspense! We tried to 

vary our sentence 

lengths to keep the 

reader engaged as well 

as using lots of action 

verbs.



English - Y6 (Mr Airey’s Group)

We’ve been looking at a range of texts from our literary heritage in Year 6.

We studied a range of texts in order to challenge ourselves with different aspects descriptive writing: The 

Woman in White by Wilkie Collins, where we focussed on character description and suspenseful writing 

techniques; The Phantom Coach by Amelia B Edwards, in which we looked at setting and atmosphere; and 

Franz Kafka’s Metamorphosis, where we looked at first person writing and describing our own thoughts.



English - Y6 (Mr Airey’s Group)

We’ve also looked more in depth at Philip Pullman’s 

Northern Lights, where we’ve written several 

narrative pieces, including a continuation of a 

narrative scene and a diary entry.

We’ve had a focus on weaving action, description and 

dialogue throughout our pieces.  



Class Story

We have enjoyed reading 

Emma Carroll’s ‘Letters from 

the Lighthouse’ in our classes 

this half term. It has given us a 

good understanding of 

evacuation during the wars. 

We have spent a lot of time 

discussing what it might have 

felt like to be an evacuee and 

to travel somewhere far from 

home without our families. 



Maths - Y5

We started our year 

with a unit on Place 

Value, where we 

revised and 

deepened our 

understanding of 

numbers. 

This included 

representing 

numbers to 

1,000,000 as well as 

ordering, comparing, 

partitioning and 

rounding both 

positive and 

negative integers. 

Then, during our Addition and Subtraction unit, 

we honed our written and mental arithmetic 

skills. We practised column methods, as well as 

using the inverse to solve missing number and 

worded problems.



Maths - Y6

We have studied everything to do with number this 

half-term in year 6, from complex calculations involving 

long division and multiplication to place value of 

different integers up to 10,000,000!



Science

Our topic this half term has been ‘Forces’. We started by 

investigating Newton’s three ‘Laws of Motion’ to understand 

how forces work upon objects. We loved our marshmallow 

poppers investigation!



Science

We then 

explored the 

force of gravity 

and recreated 

Galilei’s famous 

experiment by 

dropping two 

objects of the 

same size but 

different masses 

and observing 

the rate at 

which they fell.

Then, we compared this to dropping objects of different 

shapes and observing the effects of air resistance.



History
We have fully immersed ourselves in the history of World 

War One this half term! We have really enjoyed learning 

about what life was like for different groups of people: 

those on the Front Line, men working on the Home Front 

as well as the new opportunities that were available to 

women at this time.



History

In one lesson, we thought about how the experiences of 

soldiers on the Front Line might have differed depending on 

their background. We learnt about the impact of the British 

Empire and of the people that were conscripted to fight for 

Britain from across the world.



Geography

In Geography, we have used our locational 

knowledge to identify the different 

countries that were involved in the First 

World War.

We have also thought carefully about the 

British Empire and of the colonies that 

Britain controlled across the world.



DT

We have had a fantastic half term working on our DT project: building a 

replica WW1 trench! We started by planning our project carefully, 

considering the resources we might need to use.

We used our woodwork skills to saw wood in order to 

build a number of different structures (such as 

duckboards, ladders and dugouts) for our trench. 

We added detail using paint and different 

materials to bring the project to life (for 

instance including soldiers and items they 

might have used in the trench). 



DT
We were very proud of our finished projects and have 

enjoyed evaluating both our own and others.



RE

Our big question this term is ‘What does it 

mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?’. We 

have been learning about the Five Pillars of 

Islam and considering why they are so 

important to Muslims. We started by 

reflecting on the five pillars of our own lives.

We have been really inspired by many of the ideas that are 

shared within the Five Pillars and believe that they could 

have a positive impact on our lives. We learnt about the 

pillar of ‘Sawm’ that encourages Muslims to fast during 

Ramadan. We reflected on times that we have given 

something up and both the challenges and benefits that 

came with this.



RHE

In RHE, our topic has been ‘Happy and Healthy Relationships’.  We have 

discussed the challenges of peer pressure and thought about how to avoid it. We 

have also considered risks and consequences and thought about strategies for 

keeping ourselves safe, both online and offline. 

We decided that risks can be thought of as 

both positive and negative, depending on 

the setting and the consequences that 

taking that risk might have.

We used a lot of different scenarios to 

discuss how we might approach different 

situations and to consider who we might be 

able to turn to for help if we were unsure.



PE

In PE this half term, Year 5/6 have focussed on 

dance with Mrs Waind and rugby with Mr 

Waterfall-Smith.

In dance, 

In rugby, the children have learned how to 

pass with accuracy using both a ‘swing’ and 

‘pop’ pass; how to correctly score a try by 

placing the ball on the ground; how to ‘play the 

ball’ when a tackle is complete; how to ‘get 

onside’ when you are part of the defending 

team and, finally, how to pass the ball in a 

backwards direction when playing as an 

attacking team. The children in both Year 5 and 

Year 6 have impressed during their mini games. 

More rugby will follow in Autumn 2.



Art

In our Art lessons, we have 

been learning about William 

Morris and his influence on 

British design. 

We thought about the influence of colour, using 

nature as our inspiration! Mrs Elsegood taught us 

that many people who moved to the cities during the 

Industrial Revolution (working in factories) tried to 

bring nature indoors through their artwork!

Inspired by Morris, we 

designed our own 

repeating patterns 

using tracing paper. We 

are very excited to add 

colour using 

watercolour paints to 

these next half term!



Spanish

We have been learning all about school 

subjects in Spanish and how to express our 

opinions about them using adjectival 

agreement - very complicated for a Friday 

afternoon!

We played Splat! and some 

chromebook games to help us 

remember the vocabulary.

In order to make our 

adjectives ‘agree’, we had 

to sort the nouns into 

feminine and masculine, 

singular and plural.

We finally put all our 

knowledge together to build 

some super sentences.  Sam 

and Jack showed amazing 

grammatical understanding!



Computing

Our topic this half term has been e-safety 

and we have been considering how we can 

best keep ourselves safe online. 

We have used the acronym ‘SHARP’ to help 

us to remember what not to share online, 

who and what to trust and where we can 

turn to for help.

We really enjoy using the game ‘Interland’ to help us 

to practise navigating different scenarios that we 

might encounter when spending time online. 



Music

In Music, we enjoyed learning about how 

music was used during the world wars to 

boost morale as well as being a form of 

propaganda.

We enjoyed learning two well-known tunes: 

‘It’s a Long Way to Tipperary’ and ‘Pack Up 

Your Troubles’ and singing these in two 

parts. 

We had to ensure we were keeping in time 

whilst singing in unison as well as using 

expression during our performances.



Eden Camp

We had an incredible day out at Eden Camp 

to prepare us for our World War Two topic 

next half term. Here are some of the 

highlights from the trip!



Events

Harvest Festival

We loved putting a spin on one of 

our classic school songs, ‘Harvest 

Samba’, by transforming it into a 

performance poem! We dressed 

up as a variety of fruits and 

vegetables and brought them to 

life through our dramatic 

performance!

Remembrance Collective 

Worship

We were honoured to lead the first collective worship in 

St Oswald’s Church this year, based on the value of 

‘Respect’. We focused on respecting those who fought 

during the world wars as well as thinking of those still 

serving our country today.

Poetry Slam

Each class performed a poem of their choice for the 

school poetry slam. Mr Waterfall-Smith’s class were 

taken back in time to when they were babies, 

whereas Mrs Walton’s class imagined what life would 

be like when they were older! Mr Airey’s class were 

voted the school’s favourite poem with their hilarious 

rendition of ‘Gran, Can You Rap?’.


