
Year 5/6 
Spring Term 2

We Are Full Of Wonder



Stunning Start

To kickstart our new ‘We Are Full 
Of Wonder Topic’, we created 

some wonderful artwork to 
reflect the cover and style of R.J. 
Palacio's book 'Wonder'.  We also 

learned about precepts and 
wrote our own.



English - Y5
This half term, we have been working 

extremely hard to improve our formal writing. 
We wrote letters of application for our dream 
job and a balanced argument discussing the 

question of whether children in Y5/6 should be 
allowed a mobile phone. 



English - Y6
Mr W-Smith’s group have 

completed 2 fabulous pieces of 
writing this term. Our first was a 
balanced argument discussing 

the issue of whether or not 
children of primary school age 

should own a mobile phone. 
Next, we wrote persuasive letters 
to teachers in school regarding 
themes such as changing the 

school uniform policy or 
applying to be the new football 

team captain.



English - Y6
In Mr Airey’s group, we’ve been exploring 
beautiful language and historical context 
of Sally Gardner’s ‘The Wind in the Wall’.

With our SATs 
coming up next 
term, we’ve also 
had a focus on 
some of the more 
complex 
grammatical 
terms and 
punctuation that 
we use in Upper 
Key Stage 2.

We have written a range of pieces, including descriptions of 
18th century entourages, diary entries and letters. We’ve 
expressed our preference for the Amaryllis Belladonna over 
the pineapple and shown how our language can be adapted 
to show different mindsets. 

We particularly enjoyed our drama sessions where we 
spoke in role as the main protagonist directly to our 
nemesis, the pineapple!



Maths - Y5
This half term has focused on decimal 

numbers. We have worked extremely hard 
looking at the place value; adding and 
subtracting decimals; multiplying and 

dividing them be 10, 100 and 1000 and 
investigating them in sequences. We have also learned how we can 

compare and convert between fractions, 
decimals and percentages together. It has 
been tricky but we have become masters.



Maths - Y6
In Year 6 we have been working our socks off this term with all 
of our final learning before doing our SATs next term. This has 
included exploring percentages, angles and (the not-so mean) 
mean of a set of data!



Science
In Science we have been learning all about different 
processes and systems in the human body. We learned how 
the heart, lungs, veins and arteries work together to create 
our circulatory and respiratory systems. As a chance to get 
active we investigated how exercise affects our pulse rate.    



Geography
We have been exploring the world 

this half term, starting with 
understanding what the equator is 
as well as the tropics of cancer and 

capricorn. Following this, we 
discussed (and enjoying singing 

about) the 7 continents and 5 
oceans. We focussed on Europe in 

our next lesson and specifically 
focused on the mediterranean, 

comparing the tourist city of 
Bologna with that of York. The Arctic 
and Antarctica was our next focus 
before our final lesson focussed on 
the world time zones and how they 

work.



RE
Our big question this half term has been: “Is it better to express your beliefs in art and 

architecture or in charity and generosity”.

We have really enjoyed learning about the views of different religions on each side of the 
argument before coming to our own conclusion to the question. 



RHE
This half term topic has been all about 

living healthy lifestyles. We have explored 
the effect exercise, a balanced diet and 

drugs have on us physically.

We have also explored the importance of taking care 
of our own mental health. There have been many 

strategies we can all use to help improve our mental 
health so it is good we have all had a reminder of 

them as well as trying some new ones! 



PE
In PE this term, we have really enjoyed 

progressing our badminton skills. We have worked 
really hard with Mrs Waind  to reach an excellent 

standard of play, showing great control and 
hand-eye coordination to rally with a partner.

This term, we also enjoyed continuing working 
with York RLFC foundation in undertaking the 
‘We Are On The Same Team’ programme, 
aimed at inspiring positive behaviours and 
inclusive attitudes in young people. This 
included 3 practical PE lessons followed by 2 
classroom based activities and culminated in 
delivering an assembly to parents from Y5/6.



Art
We have been inspired by the natural 

world this term, creating collages 
which play with the concepts of colour 

and shade.



Spanish
Our clothes topic continued this term with more in depth 
grammatical learning - how to use more than one adjective 
and how to use different parts of the verb.

Finally we put all this knowledge together and wrote about 
our uniform here at St Oswald’s and in Spain.
Most primary schools in Spain don’t have a uniform so we 
designed and wrote about our ideal school clothes!
Excellent writing by Rook and Romilly!



Computing
In computing this half term we have been 
progressing our coding skills, using the 
programme Scratch to create a quiz. This 
has included us learning all about 
selection, conditions and outcomes within 
an algorithm. We have had great fun too 
choosing sprites and sound effects to 
match the theme of our quiz. 



Music
We have been learning to play the ukulele in music. 

Initially, we explored the different ways you can 
strum and pluck the instrument in different tempos 

before learning the chords of C, G and F for a couple 
of songs.  



DT
Our DT topic this term has been 

‘Cooking and Nutrition’ which 
has enabled us to learn about 

the ‘Eatwell Plate’ and the 
origin of some of the vegetables 

we eat. We also had the 
opportunity to design our own 

menu and think about the 
amounts and costing of the 

foods we would need. Finally, 
we worked together to prepare 

some delicious pizzas and 
pasta salads to eat ourselves 
and share with others at the 

end of the day.



Events
We celebrated Science Week 

this term and were lucky 
enough to have a variety of 
visitors from parents of our 

children who work in the 
science industry.

We were also lucky enough to 
be visited by the author Tom 

Dobson who spent the morning 
with us sharing extracts from 
his published book ‘The Poppy 

Project’. He told us how he 
wrote the book and delivered a 

workshop for us to practise 
writing our own short story.



Home Learning Gallery

As always, we really impressed our teachers with our fantastic Home Learning projects!
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