Year 5/6
Spring Term 2

We Are Full Of Wonder




Stunning Start
ot 0o f

To Rickstart our new ‘We Are Full
Of Wonder Topic’, we created
some wonderful artwork to
reflect the cover and style of R.J.
Palacio's book 'Wonder'. We also
learned about precepts and
wrote our own.




This half term, we have been working
extremely hard to improve our formal writing.
We wrote letters of application for our dream

tnglish - Y5

job and a balanced argument discussing the
question of whether children in Y5/6 should be
allowed a mobile phone.

hould parents allow their children in Year 5/6 have a mobile phone?

There has been great debate by parents over the years if children should have a mobile
phone. As the generations have gone by, the mobile phone has changed completely. The
first mobile phone ws made in 1973, it was invented by Marlin Cooper. A mobile phone has
metal inside it and glass, plastic on the outside. People use them for texting, calling and
sometimes playing games. Back when the first phone was created, they were alot chunkier
whereas the newer phones are flater and better quality.

Most parents strongly believe that children the age of 10/11 should have a mobile phone.
More children walk home by themselves everyday, as a result of this, more phones are being
bought by parents. On the other hand, mobile phones can keep track of health and can help
parents keep track of their children. It can also help children if they get into an emergency.
For instance, if they break their arm they can call their arents for help. In conclusion, it can
help with studying and keep in touch with friends and family that live quite far away.
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tnglish - Y6

Mr W-Smith’s group have
completed 2 fabulous pieces of
writing this term. Our first was a
balanced argument discussing
the issue of whether or not
children of primary school age
should own a mobile phone.
Next, we wrote persuasive letters
to teachers in school regarding
themes such as changing the
school uniform policy or
applying to be the new football
team captain.

Fhould children of Primary School oge be allowed o phone? Mobile phane are
pverywhere (0% of children have them). But do they need themn? Well thot's what
we're gaing ta find out There are many cpinions from parents and corers and mast
bf them said “no they dant need one” This text will show both sides of the argument,
hnd will heelp wou decide what you think.

Despite the fact many pecple disagree, there are a lat of reosons why they showld
hove one. First mabile phanes howe many educetional apps and gemes that con
hedp thern learn and proctise new skills, languoges and spelings, there are apps like
Duclingo, Times Tables Rockstars and speling Frome that kelp with a lot of different

[:.l]:incu.
nather reason is that, i wowr child or fomily member get injured or in danger and
Fant get up they con coll @ friend or fomily member ond i its really serious they can
Fall 995,

[The last reason why phones can be helphd is that, if wou howe ony medication you
heed o toke ot ot oertain time, you can set an alarm so you get a reminder =0 you
Hont farget.

Lets miowe over ta the other side of the argurnent. One of the main rezsan why
phe dont think phones are good for children is that a lot of bullying comes
hrough phanes, this keads 1o cyberbullying and sending uniEind messoges.

nother reason is that inoppropriat advertisements ond videos can be Releazed an
o gemes for children which con couse unhoppy ond onnoyed parents ond corers.

o=t is that phamnes which have biue light can make it =0 you dont have os much
lesen, which con olso change their behovier ot school.




English - Y6

— We have written a range of pieces, including descriptions of
18th century entourages, diary entries and letters. We've

expressed our preference for the Amaryllis Belladonna over
the pineapple and shown how our language can be adapted

In Mr Airey’s group, we've been exploring
beautiful language and historical context
of Sally Gardner’s ‘The Wind in the Wall'.

to show different mindsets.

We particularly enjoyed our drama sessions where we

spoke in role as the main protagonist directly to our

With our SATs U Ml T o e 70 (1
coming up next o
term, we've also
had a focus on

some of the more
complex
grammatical
terms and
punctuation that
we use in Upper

_{ Key Stage 2. — )




This half term has focused on decimal
numbers. We have worked extremely hard
M at h S -— Y 5 looking at the place value; adding and
subtracting decimals; multiplying and
dividing them be 10,100 and 1000 and

We have also learned how we can investigating them in sequences.
compare and convert between fractions, Work out the calculations,

0 The total mass of the two boxes is 10.85 kg. Write <, > or = to make the statements correct.
decimals and percentages together. It has ||, . e e mos of s box oo
been tricky but we have become masters. o ossam ()sorvoa

b) 7.427 +3.238 O 5.427 +5.832
__kg

Here is a part-whole model. ¢) 3.08+4.63 Q 4.84 +2.87

Fill in the missing numbers.

1,200 : : E
- o The missing parf (g7} How many answers can you find?
1.200 - is 62% or 0.62 - r
@ Alex and Dora are competing in the long jump.

Alex jumps 1.35 m and Dora jumps 1.4 m.

- —” : - @ °.

a) What mistake has Tiny made?

|:| l:] The children are meusuring their heights with a metre ruler. Alex is winning
- x because 35 is greater
Voo L [ Mo [ Amir [ Ron ((Teddy ) [ Jack ) ’

than 4
7b. There are 125 sweets in each sweet
jar. Sean and Ben take 1/5 of the sweets @ o @ Q@
each. Steph takes 24% of the sweefs. —

[135m | [153m | [132m ] |1.3m| [[15m ]

a) Is Tiny correct?

‘ Write the names and heights of the children in order from shortest
% @ to tallest.

How many does each child have?
How many sweets are left in the jars?
What percentage is this?




Maths - Y6

In Year 6 we have been working our socks off this term with all
of our final learning before doing our SATs next term. This has

included exploring percentages, angles and (the not-so mean)
mean of a set of datal

[8a. Six chimpanzees weigh 64kg, 52kg,
Sékg, 49kg, 47kg and 43kg.

What is their mean weight?

1. Which one is smaller?
a) 40% or W? b) 0.4 or 5/87 c) 0.5 or 5%7

2. Write the following amounts in descending order:
122 3/8 00123 «% VS 0.45

3. Write the following amounts in ascanding order:
0% 173 035 3T 45%  0.04

BananarHuni;

Drag the monkey to the location of the bananas,
/ and press ‘Search’. \

If you're in the right location you will find 10
bananas.

1 degree of error - 8 bananas
2 degrees of error - 6 bananas
3 degrees of error - 4 bananas
4 degrees of error - 2 bananas
5 degrees of error - 1 banana

How many bananas can you find in 10 searches ?




Science

In Science we have been learning all about different
processes and systems in the human body. We learned how
the heart, lungs, veins and arteries work together to create
our circulatory and respiratory systems. As a chance to get
active we investigated how exercise affects our pulse rate.
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eography

February 2025

Monday 24th February 2025
Continents and Oceans

Equator, H heres, Tropics and Circles
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We have been exploring the world
this half term, starting with
understanding what the equator is
as well as the tropics of cancer and
capricorn. Following this, we
discussed (and enjoying singing
about) the 7 continents and 5
oceans. We focussed on Europe in
our next lesson and specifically
focused on the mediterranean,
comparing the tourist city of
Bologna with that of York. The Arctic
and Antarctica was our next focus
before our final lesson focussed on
the world time zones and how they
work.
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Discover the pure
beauty of Italy i

Visit the stunning town of
‘San Gimignano Tuscany’,

perfect for a glass of fizz in
the afternoon.

This beautiful sight,
perched on the edge
of a cliff face, the
name being ‘Praiano’.




Our big question this half term has been: “Is it better to express your beliefs in art and
architecture or in charity and generosity”.

We have really enjoyed learning about the views of different religions on each side of the
argument before coming to our own conclusion to the question.

Thursday 28th February 2025

What are the great examples of art and architecture from different religions?

We began our lesson by discussing different types of art and architecture across the world
and why these were create as either places of worship or demonstration of worship for
different religious communities. \ |+ \ do

We then created presentations in pairs that highlighted famous art or architecture from a \ i X df’
specific religion and we shared these with each other. e [ b
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RAt

How does old age

How does old age

slurred speech

A
Alcohol - can cause e Alcohol - can cause loss of
concentration

This half term topic has been all about
living healthy lifestyles. We have explored
the effect exercise, a balanced diet and
drugs have on us physically.

Wekens o Monday 21” Mard 2026
% Takd
The eatwell plate

tread, rice, 5/]
cad, e, B/

ond other storchy food

Cocaine - can

cause a heart Fruit nn‘sj A
attack vegelables

O affect ?
affect the ? "
How does old age affect ? Z:,:gf;:gﬁ:
lungs function

How does old age affect skin? How does old age

affect muscles?
How does old age

affect bones? ¥ P
Exercise tat /
Regularly Healthy B
Healthy

Anabolic Steroids - he lp
muscles grow and
strengthen.

We have also explored the importance of taking care
of our own mental health. There have been many

CHALLENGE: How could you change] | Reduce
mental ill-health into sq Stress W
See the exanm ates '
| NEED to do well in my Tests don't mean
tests. everything!
I really want to be in If I don't get in this
n : _—_—nmm
the swimming team. time, I'm sure I can
next time.

strategies we can all use to help improve our mental
health so it is good we have all had a reminder of
them as well as trying some new ones!




In PE this term, we have really enjoyed
progressing our badminton skills. We have worked i
really hard with Mrs Waind to reach an excellent e
standard of play, showing great control and
hand-eye coordination to rally with a partner.

This term, we also enjoyed continuing working
with York RLFC foundation in undertaking the
‘We Are On The Same Team’ programme,
aimed at inspiring positive behaviours and
inclusive attitudes in young people. This
included 3 practical PE lessons followed by 2
?/ -' classroom based activities and culminated in
i delivering an assembly to parents from Y5/6.
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We have been inspired by the natural
world this term, creating collages
which play with the concepts of colour
and shade.




Our clothes topic continued this term with more in depth
grammatical learning - how to use more than one adjective
and how to use different parts of the verb.

Finally we put all this knowledge together and wrote about
our uniform here at St Oswald’s and in Spain.

Most primary schools in Spain don’t have a uniform so we
designed and wrote about our ideal school clothes!
Excellent writing by Rook and Romilly!
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Computing

In computing this half term we have been
progressing our coding skills, using the
programme Scratch to create a quiz. This
has included us learning all about
selection, conditions and outcomes within
an algorithm. We have had great fun too

choosing sprites and sound effects to
match the theme of our quiz.

BVl Answer with 'yes' or 'no’ RS o seconds
S Is Madrid the capital city of Spain? B0 AVET

ESU N Iz Paris the capital city of Belgium?  JE50 ETED

E=VI Excellent! By e seconds
move e sleps

Well

come to my quiz s




Sur Le Pont d'Avignon

Music

We have been learning to play the ukulele in music.
Initially, we explored the different ways you can
strum and pluck the instrument in different tempos
before learning the chords of C, G and F for a couple
of songs.

Countin: 1,2 2 2
Introduction: 1,2 2.2 3,2 4,2

F F C C F F C C
] b

Sur le pont dA-vig-non, l'on y dan-se, l'on y dan-se,

F F ¢ ¢ F F ¢Cc F
J - ..
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Sur le pont dA-vig-non, l'on y dan-se, l'on y dan-se,




DT

Our DT topic this term has been
‘Cooking and Nutrition” which
has enabled us to learn about

the ‘Eatwell Plate’ and the
origin of some of the vegetables
we eat. We also had the
opportunity to design our own
menu and think about the
amounts and costing of the
foods we would need. Finally,
we worked together to prepare
some delicious pizzas and
pasta salads to eat ourselves
and share with others at the
end of the day.
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tvents

We celebrated Science Week
this term and were lucky
enough to have a variety of
visitors from parents of our
children who work in the
science industry.

We were also lucky enough to
be visited by the author Tom
Dobson who spent the morning
with us sharing extracts from
his published book ‘The Poppy
Project’. He told us how he
wrote the book and delivered a
workshop for us to practise
writing our own short storuy.




Home Leaming Gallery
' = Hatherine’s Passpor,

DISSECTION OF THE LIVER Through the Years
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As always, we really impressed our teachers with our fantastic Home Learning projects!
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