Year 5/6
Spring Term 2

Walk Like An Egyptian

Study of Ancient Egypt



rtistory

We have enjoyed lots of time in Spring
Term 2 learning as much as we can about
the life of people in Ancient Egypt.

As part of our Stunning Start, we enjoyed
‘Walking (or dancing) like Egyptians’ as well
as building pyramids using a variety of
school resources!

To introduce our topic, we explored where
Egypt is in the world and when key events
happened in Ancient Egypt on a timeline.
This helped us to explore which other areas
of history were also taking place during the
same erd.

And they cross the floor



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iacS9EnsepM

Then, in our next lesson, we imagined
that we were archaeologists
uncovering an ancient Egyptian tomb.
We found many artefacts that gave us
clues about the life of people living in
ancient Egypt. For each artefact, we
thought about 3 things: what we could
see; what we could infer and what we
needed to find out. At the end, our
teacher revealed what the objects

actually were!
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The River Nile and how this affected the
Ancient Egyptian societies was the focus of our
next topic lesson. We learnt about why the Nile
was so important and all the benefits it brought

to people. Our task involved us taking on the
role as an Egyptian Scribe and writing to Hapi
(the Nile God) thanking him for giving us the
Nile.
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Following on from our work about the River Nile, we
next looked at general social hierarchy in Ancient
Egypt and where people found themselves in terms
of levels of importance.

We then looked at what was found in tomb of
Tutankhamun (and what that said about how
pharaohs were viewed).




One of our favourite lessons
has been investigating
everything we can about
Egyptian Gods.

OSIRIS

It has been such a difficult year of
droughts! Let us build a shrine to
Osiris and he will bless us with
barley, our most prized crop.
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NAME: Anubis

Osiris will protect our loved ones
on their long and difficult journey
to the afterlife.

If we prove to Osiris that he is the
greatest of all deities, he may
resurrect our deceased loved ones
so that we can see them once
more!

GOD OF: the dead and the process of
embalming

It was thought that jackals watched
over the dead as they were seen in

cemeteries a lot.

Anubis helped to embalm Osiris
when he was killed by Seth.

Egyptian priests would wear a mask

of Anubis during mummification &
ceremonies. ?
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We learnt how they
influenced the lives of
Kings and everyday
society in Ancient

Egypt.




To conclude, we had great fun during our Egyptian day! We built pyramids made of spaghetti and
marshmallows, practised writing some hieroglyphic code and even mummified each other! Take a look!




Writing

As part of our 'Walk Like an Egyptian' topic, we have produced
two pieces of wonderful writing: an Egyptian themed Voyage
and Return story, inspired by a short video clip of an
archaeologist entering a pyramid and having an adventure
before returning to where he started from; and a diary entry
based on the wonderful Egyptologist, Howard Carter, and his
discovery of the famous pharaoh King Tutankhamun.
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Howard Carter diary entries:

Dear Dia y

There is merely one word to describe this exquisite day: spiffing. Absolutely spiffing. T am feeling so overwhelmed, I'm
feeling down in the dundrums and also feeling shocked - T have finally discovered the tomb of the great Tutankhamun.
Mfy hands have barely paused _rfmfinlg yet it has been over 4 hours since I returned from the tomb's excavation site qf
tﬁejmar 603 fiﬂ‘q, At last, 1 shall be the one to uncarth tﬁeﬁna! m;tin\g‘}:fam af Eqypt's yﬂunge;tupﬁaraﬂﬁ This story 1
shall tell you in its fullest

It all ﬁ'ejran with the {{genar.:uy Lord Carnavon and his Jaugﬁter (the .fm'efy Iaa‘y E\'e{yn to whom Ifee( betrothed to)
arriving in Eqypt and telling me that they had employed a new water boy (the previous having suffered a terrible fate
in the mﬁu_yimﬁfe desert). }lfm‘ that, as T was returning to my tent the water Eﬂy— whom is called Jacob- ran in
Heﬂiqq my name (m3 ﬁrst tﬁaujﬁt was tdyuﬂisﬁ the young scoundrel but T later discovered that he had discovered the
tomh qf the gmaryﬁaMdﬁ) in_fdrmea’ me that he had hit a rock that sfgpedr down into the bowels qf the magmficﬂnt
Earth or as the ancient Eqyptians called it “8".

I rushed ::ffrer Jacob and summoned all 50 workers to aﬁ:g down where the slab was and veila a staircase appeared in an
hour. As T went down the 13 stairs, T saw a cartouche. The name on the door was clear: Tutankhamun. We decided to
break the first door as T knew there would be a long passageway but when I entered it was filled with heaps of rubble
and broken shards of pottery. M:y- heart raced. MH hands shook. M‘ry breath stopped. I stood for wﬁatfcft like a year - no
an eternity. One of the workers then asked me if they should clear the rubble but all T could splutter out was a yeah A
_few hours later, the workers had cleared the tunnel and there fuy et another sealed door that T yrcceeded to translate.
The name on the door was clear: Amun Tut Ankh. T then decided to send the workers awab-_](er the rest L:f the day but
sent one, called Cornelius, to get Lord Carnavon and Iaa@- f\'efyn.

They arrived a_few moments later and together we decided to chip a little hole and T held a candle to check f.ar explosive
gasses but stuck my eye to the hole nonetheless and someone asked me what I could see, T rgyfiea’ with "'Tfu'ng:.
dedzr_'fu!' things." The room was_fi!'fea’ to the brim with golden treasures and shabtis yet thousands of amulets but the

thing that caught my eye the most was two more sealed doors.




Maths - Y5

This half term, we

have been learning

about decimals and o R R
percentages. R v el

Throughout the unit, > L?;) &

we have drawn upon 2 L 10ol2

our knowledge of

fractions to compare,

order and convert

different amounts.

We also recapped our

learning about

rounding, applying it
this time to rounding
to one or two decimal

places.
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Maths - Y6

Year 6 have been working their socks off this term with all
of their final learning before they do their SATs. This has
included exploring percentages, angles and (the not-so-

mean) mean of a set of datal

1. Which one is smaller?
a) 40% or %? b) 0.4 or 5/8? ¢) 0.5 or 5%?

2. Write the following amounts in descending order:
12% 3/8 0.0123 4% 1/5 0.45

3. Write the following amounts in ascending order:
30 1/3 035 3/7 45% 0.04

Ea. Six chimpanzees weigh 64kg, 52kg,
54kq, 49kg, 47kg and 43kg.
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What is their mean wetght’




Science

In science this half term, we have been stretching our classification
skills and have explored how to classify plants, animals,
microorganisms and more!
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Whole Class
Read

We have started reading the opening few chapters of
Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll as part of our Whole
Class Read sessions. This story has really helped develop
our understanding of life in Ancient Egypt as well as the
time (1922) when Howard Carter made his famous
discovery.

Throughout our sessions, we have been working on
increasing our reading fluency and developing our
understanding of tier 2 and 3 vocabulary used in the text.

‘Superbly written.” ‘Engaging and entertaining.” ‘Gripping.’
That Boy Can Teach Independent Daily Mail




This term, we have been learning about ‘Places of Worship’ and exploring
the Big Question: ‘If God is everywhere, why go to a place of worship?’

We began the term by sharing the places that are special to us and
discussed what it is about places of worship that make them special.
Throughout the topic, we have looked at Christian (churches), Judaism
(synagogues), Hinduism (mandirs), Islam (mosques), Sikhism (gurdwaras)
and Buddhist (temples) places of worship. We even had the opportunity to
visit York Minster to discover why it is such a special place of worship.
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In RHE this half term we have been thinking about Families and Committed
Relationships. We have discussed the different types of relationships that exist
and how we can maintain healthy relationships.

Can you think of a word related to relationships for every letter of the alphabet?
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Music

We have been we have been learning all about Egyptian music; listening and
appraising different styles of music from pop to rock and classical to opera. We

preferences...
Do you haves Tradltlonal/ Folk i
fatvouri te genre’ Some of the key instruments used are: " Szdei %
singer or composer? | 4 B I
Darbuka — a » sound. |
|
|

also reflected upon our own musical preferences, explaining how the music we
enjoy makes us feel. We compared some traditional Egyptian instruments to
some of the instruments we use here at St Oswald'’s.

Time to reflect on
your own musical

hand drum used
to create fast
rhythms.

How does music
make you feel? |

Mizmar — a loud
wind instrument
often used at
celebrations.

Oud - a
pear-shaped string
instrument (a bit
like a lute or
guitar).

Do you create
music of your
own?
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We have also
continued to
improve our
fitness and both
mental and
physical health
through our
weekly high
intensity exercise
sessions. We must
surely be the
fittest group of
Year 5 and 6 in

This half term, we have loved learning a new game: Danish Longball. We played a
variety of versions of the game using footballs and rounders bats.




Over the term we have studied two different skills within art. The first was
t printing. We used different techniques and layering to create our own final prints.
r Collage has been another medium we have used to create wonderful Egyptian
headdresses.




In computing, we have been creating our own computer

C O m uti n games. Building on our knowledge from last term, we have
p g been applying our knowledge of setting variables based on

events by planning, designing and creating games on Scratch.
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